The elimination of indifferent individuals is essentially Debreu's strong separability condition [3] . It is also a weakened form of Strasnick's condition of unanimity [7] . Equity . Vu E 91, Vx, y E X, Vi, j e N if Vg E N\{i, j}, u(x, g) = u(y, g) and u(y, i) < u(x, i) < u(x, j) < u(y, j) then xf(u)y.
The property of equity, while satisfied by Rawl's difference principle, is, in fact, violated by the principle of utilitarianism. We mention it here because it will help to contrast the two principles.
D'Aspremont and Gevers have shown that a SWFL f which satisfies independence and the strong Pareto property induces an ordering R of all of R' (n-dimensional Euclidean space) in the sense that for any x, y E Rn, 5Ry if and only if 3u E 91 and x, y E X such that (u(x, 1), ..., u(x, n))=x, (u(y, 1), ..., u(y, n)) = y, and xRy, where R = f(u). The ordering A is said to be continuous if for all E IRn, the sets {x 1 xRy} and {x 1 yj3k} are closed. We, We may now state our result. u(x, 1), ..., u(x, n)) > h(u(y, 1), ..., u(y, n) ). Elimination of indifferent individuals ensures that h have the form h (u(x, 1), ..., u(x, n)) = igi (u(x, i) ). Anonymity implies that all the gi's are the same, and full comparability is needed to derive the linearity of the gi's. It may seem strange to think of full comparability as a restrictive assumption. After all, it is weak enough to permit both unit and level comparisons. One can imagine, however, situations in which invariance of the social ordering need not be invoked whenever individual utilities are shifted by a positive affine transformation. Sen [10] , for example, suggests that for some problems there may be a " distinguished point of utilities below which misery dominates ". In such situations, full comparability's invariance, which takes no account of absolute utility levels, would be too strong to make all desired comparisons.
The following table is useful for comparing utilitarianism (U) to the lexicographic maximin (L) when both are considered under the assumption of full comparability. 
